
FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF 
THE ANTI-DISPLACEMENT  
DIGEST:

Some members of the Boyle Heights Alli-
ance Against Artwashing and Displacement 
(BHAAAD) coalition decided to utilize the  
resources we possess as artists, activists, and 
art workers to produce a bilingual news bul-
letin looking at the current landscape of the 
anti-gentrification movement  in Los Angeles. 
We asked contributors to name their targets 
and speak about the most pressing matters 
in their campaigns. 

As a publication intended primarily for 
print, the Anti-Displacement Digest came 
about in order to reach the many people 
involved in housing struggles who may not 
be using the internet as their main source 
of news. We are hoping to make this a 
regular way for groups across Los Angeles 
(and beyond) to connect struggles, offer 
solidarity, and build a citywide movement 
for racial and housing justice.

reach us at:
antidisplacementdigest@gmail.com

UNION DE VECINOS
BOYLE HEIGHTS  —  
WE WILL NEVER STOP FIGHTING 
GENTRIFICATION!

Union de Vecinos started fighting the 
displacement of community members back 
in 1996 with the demolition of the Pico-Aliso 
public housing projects. 22 years later, we 
find ourselves continuing this fight with the 
preservation of housing for the Mariachis, a 
cultural icon of our community.

Some say gentrification is inevitable.  
We  say it’s not. 22 years ago public housing  
residents won the right to stay in their neigh-
borhood and today the Mariachis won the 
right to stay in their homes. Public hous-
ing tenants received a new home in a new  
development and got to stay on-site during 
the reconstruction. The Mariachis won a  
collective bargaining agreement, a three-and-
a-half year contract at a rate they could af-
ford, and repairs to their units. The key in all 
these fights is the desire to stand up and say  
“WE WON’T GO!”

That’s all it takes: that commitment to 
fight for your home. Rich or poor we all de-
serve a place to live. Unfortunately, people of 
color and low-income families are put in the 
position of having to fight for it. When we 
do, we can win. The market permits rents to 
be out of control. Tenants have nowhere else 
to go, so their only choice is to stay and fight. 
It’s plain and simple. If you don’t fight, you 
lose. If you stand up and organize, you create 
the power to keep your home and stay in the 
neighborhood you love. ¡SÍ SE PUDO!

SOUTH LA LOCAL,  
LOS ANGELES  
TENANTS UNION 
1100 – 1132 Exposition Blvd  
Los Angeles, CA 90007
On October 16, 2017 every tenant from  
these buildings received 60- and 90-day 
eviction notices from new owners Kim 

Chung Suk and Kim Hae Jung. Among the 
tenants are disabled adults and children, 
two stroke survivors, and an elder suffering 
from cancer. Many families are on Section 8, 
and others are on the county’s transitional 
housing “pilot” program. When the tenants 
received their notices, the paperwork stated 
that the landlords intend to evict tenants in 
order to convert the units into housing for 
USC students.

These 7 buildings were purchased on 
September 29, 2017 for $8.5 million by Kim 
Chung Suk and Kim Hae Jung. The buildings 
are right next door to where the Roland 
Curtis Apartments used to stand and an 
“affordable housing” project is currently 
under construction. In that case, 44 units 
were lost and those Section 8 tenants were 
forced to scatter across Los Angeles and 
beyond.

If these Exposition evictions proceed, the 
displacement of an ENTIRE BLOCK of work-
ing class people of color will be complete! Are 
we going to stand for this?

UPDATES FROM  
THE VYBE CHAPTER  
OF THE LOS ANGELES  
TENANTS UNION
Rent Strike Declared  
by Burlington Unidos  
in Westlake 

We would like to invite all anti-displac- 
ement allies to stand in solidarity with the 
Burlington apartment complex in Westlake, 
who OFFICIALLY declared their rent strike on 
March 10, 2018. The building management 
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is attempting to evict and displace over 300 
Latinx families onto the streets (using rent 
hikes of 40–50%), after years of forcing them 
to endure unsafe and unsanitary conditions, 
and even to cover the costs of their own city-
mandated repairs (leaks, rotting carpets, 
broken sewage pipes, flooded apartments—
the list goes on)! They have decided to come 
out publicly to announce that they have had 
ENOUGH. They are working with lawyer Elena 
Popp of the Eviction Defense Network and 
the L.A. Tenants Union to launch a rent strike 
campaign against these unlivable conditions, 
including rent hikes they cannot afford, and 
they demand to STAY in their homes. A press 
conference will be forthcoming so that they 
can share their message with the public. 

THE COALITION TO 
DEFEND WESTLAKE 
#DROPTHEDRAFT!

Historic Filipinotown and Westlake have 
spoken out against our city councilman and 
the Department of City Planning’s proposal 
to turn our neighborhood into a new Design 
District. In response, they have gone back to 
write a new draft for their Design District. 
We all know this is not good enough! We 
are calling them out to drop the draft and 
to collaborate with the community on what 
we want, instead of deciding for us, behind 
closed doors!

We need your help to call councilman 
Mitch O’Farrell’s office and tell him to 
#dropthedraft! 

Participate in #dropthedraft!

Call (213) 473-7013 to reach councilman 
O’Farrell’s office. During office hours, you 
will speak with a staffer, after 5pm you can 
leave a voicemail.

Suggested Script:

“ Hello, my name is [Full Name] and 
I live at [state your address]. I am 
calling to tell the councilman to end 
his support for the proposed North 
Westlake Design District ordinance. 
The city has done virtually noth-
ing to involve the community in this 
ordinance. It’s only because of the 
work of my neighbors that I even 
found out about it. I urge the city and  
our councilman to collaborate with 
community members working on a 
new community plan for the neigh-
borhood to make sure existing com-
munity will not be displaced, and all 
our needs are met. Thank you.”

WESTSIDE LOCAL, 
LOS ANGELES  
TENANTS UNION
Snap, Inc. spent years colonizing the 
west side: eschewing zoning laws, hiking 
up rents, and hiring private security to 
terrorize residents [1]. They currently own 
23 properties in Venice used for office 
space and to house their employees — techy 
gentrifiers who get company shuttles and 
security guards to make them feel “safe” in 
the midst of constant protests organized by 
a diverse community coalition known as the 

Venice Dogz: An Alliance for the Preservation 
of Venice. On February 28, 2018, almost 
exactly one year after the company went 
public amid huge protests that got national 
attention, Snap, Inc. announced that they 
will be moving out of Venice and into Santa 
Monica. A win for the neighborhood [1–
3], though Snap, Inc. still controls about 
605,000 square feet along the L.A. County 
coastline from Santa Monica to Marina del 
Rey and will likely sublease their spaces in 
Venice for top dollar [4]. The neighborhood 
is keeping a watchful eye.

Meanwhile, the fight to save the 108-year-
old First Baptist Church of Venice continues 
[6]. The church represents the original 
spiritual and social refuge, the first safe space 
for Black families in what is today the last 
remaining beachside community of color in 
California [5]. In 2015 the church property 
was illegally sold to millionaire Jay Penske, 
who plans to turn the place of worship into a 
private mansion. We are fighting to have the 
sale rescinded and the First Baptist Church 
property restored to its original function as a 
community space [7]. In keeping of the spirit 
of the church space we continue to gather 
every Sunday, 1 PM @ 685–687 Westminster 
Avenue, Venice, CA 90291. Please join us! We 
gather for prayer, creativity, and community 
dialogue and building. 

[1]  https://freevenicebeachhead.
org/?s=snapchat

[2]  Free Venice Beach Head newspaper 
article: “Snap Chat Moving Out!” March 
2018 #434 and #435

[3]  http://www.lataco.com/snapchat-is-
pulling-out-of-venice-and-gentrification-
activists-are-overjoyed/

[4]  http://www.latimes.com/business/
technology/la-fi-tn-snapchat-santa-
monica-20170106-story.html

[5]  http://savevenice.me/the-first-baptist-
church-of-venice-a-brief-history/

[6]  https://freevenicebeachhead.
org/2018/01/06/the-fight-for-the-
oakwood-church-continues/

[7]  http://savevenice.me/campaigns/save-
historical-black-church-venice-ca/

NOLYMPICS
“ This is a city being made for the 

elite, and it seems the social 
sanitising has no end” 

—Luis da Silva,  
Vila na Autodromo  

Rio de Janeiro

The idea that cities must be “clean” in order 
to be attractive and progressive is clearly 
coded. What makes a city “clean”? What 
makes a city “dirty”? And who decides what 
that looks like?

Los Angeles has always been a city full of 
vast cultural traditions, many intersecting 
unintentionally, many forming over 
generations. Gentrification unties the bonds 
made between cultures and people in Los 
Angeles through forcible displacement, 
Nitro-coffee shops and art galleries with 
cold stone floors are the markers of this 
cultural hollowing. Prime real estate sites 
are accurately referred to as “vanilla boxes”—

blank, soulless canvases that wipe away the 
traces of previous residents and replace them 
with something newer, whiter, and worth 
more money. 

Gentrification wears many faces but it 
always brings with it a promise to cleanse. 
This process is accelerated by mega-events 
like the Olympics, which allow politicians 
and business interests to suspend regular 
customs to remake the city in a specific 
image, one that is “clean” and therefore 
appealing to global investors and corporate 
sponsors. The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) demands a “clean city” for 
the Games and most hosts keep that promise 
by incarcerating residents who are disabled 
or unhoused; by violently displacing poor 
people of color; and by ruthlessly cracking 
down on political dissent. 

Regardless of these threats, we refuse to 
be a “clean city.” We will continue subverting 
the Olympics and their promises to accelerate 
gentrification, displacement, and police 
militarization. We will make a mark on Los 
Angeles, one that will be messy and visible and 
impossible to ignore.

SOLIDARITY HOUSE  
OF THE SOUTH  
(South Central)  
BOYCOTTS  
THE FOLLOWING 
GENTRIFIERS: 
1.  The Reef:  

1933 S Broadway 
Los Angeles, CA 90007

2.  The Big House 
 180 E 35th St 
 Los Angeles, CA 90011

3.  City Councilman  
Curren D. Price, Jr. (District 9)

4.  USC Village: 
3301 S Hoover St 
Los Angeles, CA  90007

5.  USC LA Memorial Coliseum Stadium: 
3911 S Figueroa St  
Los Angeles, CA 90037

FREE RADICALS 
(University of Southern California  
& California State University,  
Los Angeles)

There is a plan to turn a wide stretch of 
the Eastside—from the Main St. exit on 
the 5 to Cal State LA—into a “Bioscience 
Corridor.” The County, the City, and high-
level administrators at USC and Cal State are 
working together on this with developers and 
venture capitalists. 

We look at this project and are reminded 
of other sciencewashing projects around the 
country, like Columbia’s Manhattanville ex-
pansion, for which 17 acres of Harlem were 
flattened. We see displacement, inequality, 
and injustice; the people running our city see 
“progress” and the potential to fatten their 
own pockets.

Their idea is to create infrastructure for 
biotech startups: small, “lean” companies 
that will employ a few people with advanced 
degrees in science and business, funded 



by wealthy speculators hoping to get even 
wealthier by backing the next big thing. Yes, 
biotech can be used to develop products 
that have benefits for human health, but 
biotech firms are designed to benefit their 
owners and investors first.

Any talk about the benefits to humanity 
that will come from this project will have to 
be weighed against the impacts of gentrifi-
cation on the health of the people living on 
the Eastside, not to mention USC’s record of 
literally using the area as a dumping ground 
for toxic waste. 

To get involved, please take our sur-
vey at http://bit.ly/BiotechSurvey and 
call USC’s office of Civic Engagement at  
(323) 365-9214 to let them know that you 
do not support biotech development in 
our community! 

DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS 
OF AMERICA (DSA)  
LOS ANGELES, HOUSING  
& HOMELESSNESS  
COMMITTEE
The fight against SB 827

Recently, State Senator Scott Wiener 
proposed SB 827 to allow taller and 
denser development near public transit in 
California. The bill as currently written will 
exacerbate gentrification. More housing 
is needed and tall, dense buildings 
allow more people to live near metro 
and bus stops. However the bill needs 
much stronger protections to require 
that all new construction benefit the 
community. Without further regulations, 
developers will simply use the bill to 
remake neighborhoods for maximum 
profit, buying land where it is cheapest and 
renting for the highest rents they can. The 
bill’s proponents call themselves YIMBYs 
(for “Yes in My Backyard”). We believe in 
moving beyond this trickle-down approach 
to policies that guarantee housing as a 
human right, demanding “Public Housing 
In My Backyard” (PHIMBY).

Before this bill is voted on, we call 
for further amendments, as well as state 
action to fund affordable housing and 
renter protections. We are also gathering 
signatures for the repeal of restrictions on 
rent control in CA for a ballot measure for 
November 2018. All residents, no matter 
their citizenship status, are eligible to 
gather signatures for this measure by CA 
law and we invite everyone to join us and 
get involved.

email: hnh@dsa-la.org

CHINATOWN 
COMMUNITY 
FOR EQUITABLE 
DEVELOPMENT (CCED) 

With 33 galleries and 43 new develop-
ments, close to zero have truly affordable 
housing for Chinatown’s median income 
of $19,000.

•  Steven Taylor, owner of multiple 
properties. Included in top 10 worst 
landlords in LA (Curbed LA)

•  Tom Gilmore, developer: 
400 S Main St 
Los Angeles 90013.  
Owns 4 buildings in DTLA

•  Atlas Capital Group,  
national developer: 
1318 E 7th St #200,  
Los Angeles 90021.  
Developed ROW DTLA, developing 
College Station in Chinatown

•  Lincoln Property Company, 
developer:  
737 Lamar St  
Los Angeles 90031.  
Second largest property manager in US. 
Run by Riboli family of  
San Antonio Winery.

•  Izek Shomof, developer. Has projects 
in Boyle Heights, Inglewood, and 
Chinatown.

KOREATOWN  
POPULAR ASSEMBLY  

The Koreatown Popular Assembly is 
a group of neighbors and workers in 
Koreatown who are coming together to 
build a strong and organized community. 
It is an open space for organizing and 
strengthening our neighborhood; a tool for 
resisting and building community power. 
The Koreatown Popular Assembly began 
after Trump’s election and has grown since 
then, focusing on fighting for sanctuary 
schools, creating a rapid response network, 
and educating neighbors about the rights 
immigrants have. 

The Koreatown Rapid Response Network 
is a project of the Koreatown Popular Assem-
bly. We take calls reporting immigration raids, 
send trained volunteers to respond, and alert 
the community. We fight for an ICE-free Ko-
reatown! If you see anything that you think 
could be ICE or immigration agent activity in 
the Koreatown area, call us at (323) 894-1504! 
We can take calls in English, Spanish, Korean, 
Bangla, Tagalog, and Russian.

We regularly organize trainings for 
people who want to become part of the rapid 
response network. Follow our Facebook 
page (Koreatown Popular Assembly) for 
updates on future trainings and events, or 
contact us for more information. Everyone 
is welcome to join us and become part of 
the assembly! 

UPLIFT INGLEWOOD 
COALITION 

Founded in 2015, the Uplift Inglewood 
Coalition was created in response to the 
rising costs of living and housing in the city 
of Inglewood. The coalition members are 
parents, teachers, students, faith leaders, 
residents, elders, youth, business owners, 
renters, homeowners, and community 
members looking to help shape the future 
of our city so that working families can 
continue to live in Inglewood and benefit 
from the city’s resurgence.

The purpose of the coalition is to bring 
together Inglewood residents with one voice 
to educate neighbors and advocate for change.

The Uplift Inglewood Coalition wants  
secure housing for working families, safer 
neighborhoods, and community-centered 
development. Uplift is organizing for sustain-
able community investment that addresses 
the rising cost of rent and housing prices.

We’re currently mobilizing volunteers on 
the weekends to try to get rent control on the 
ballot in Inglewood for the November 2018 
election.

MORE INFO:
upliftinglewood.org
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 
@upliftinglewood

DEFEND BOYLE HEIGHTS

2018 is the year of escalation and trans-
formation. More and more galleries will 
feel this proclamation. More and more  
galleries will close their doors. This is an 
undeniable fact. But we will not rest on this 
inevitability. We must increase our attacks 
on property owners, especially the big  
property owners like Vera Campbell.  
To kick out a scared gentrifier tenant from 
a property is one thing, but to keep the 
doors locked on that property is far better.

The waves of tenants organizing and 
rent strikes — first the mariachis and 
other tenants at 1815 E 2nd St here in 
Boyle Heights, and now the tenants of  
1330 / 1350 Pleasant Ave — have been  
rolling throughout Los Angeles. We gotta 
turn that spark into a prairie fire. Connect 
the tenant struggle directly to the anti-
redevelopment struggle. Unleash that fury 
into the doors of the galleries, the gourmet 
gentrifier shops, unleash it into city hall, 
into José Huizar’s office, unleash it into the 
street, unleash it onto Metro’s bike share 
program.

2018 is the year we say: we don’t want to 
simply close down art galleries. We want to 
run out the slumlords and big landlords. 
We want to liberate Boyle Heights from the 
vendidxs and capitalists.

SERVE THE PEOPLE 
Los Angeles
1330 / 1350 Pleasant Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90033 

 ¿ QUÉ TENEMOS? A PARTISAN 
ASKED AS THE SUN SET UNDER 
THE FREEWAY

   NADA... THE MASSES 
RESPONDED.

 ¿ QUÉ QUEREMOS? THE PARTISAN 
EAGERLY QUESTIONED. 

    TODO... THE MASSES SHOUTED 
BACK. 

This call and response is the epitome of 
the struggle for tenants of 1330 /  1350 
Pleasant Avenue; it is the epitome of work-
ing-class families who fight for everything 
because it is what they deserve. The Pleasant  
apartments in Boyle Heights are typical build-
ings in working-class neighborhoods; the 
buildings are run-down and neglected by a  
millionaire slumlord who increases rent 
simply to get richer. The tenants know this 



and they have had enough. 
After our two-hour protest in front of 

Roger’s office, which was attended by about 
thirty people, slumlord Lee began fixing 
the Pleasant apartments immediately. In 
two hours, with thirty people, the masses 
reclaimed what has been neglected to them for 
years! Imagine the possibilities once we come 
back deeper and harder.  

We reaffirm ourselves: through 
revolutionary militancy we will win. This 
correct stance has spun some heads, 
particularly of the Los Angeles Pig Department, 
who supposedly warned Slumlord Lee’s lawyer 
that we were going to sabotage the Pleasant 
apartments. Ridiculous, right? Why attack the 
homes of the tenants we fight for, especially 
after this win? What we actually did was 
celebrate with the community this Friday 
with conchas y cafe and chanted “Long 
Live Serve the People! Long Live the People’s 
Committees!” We know the pigs are scared 
of the masses reclaiming power and we don’t 
blame them; they should be terrified! For when 
the masses move so do the mountains! The 
People’s Committees are here to transform 
the masses into class militants ready to do the 
one thing the masses know very well: struggle!  

Let the masses blossom into militants!

THE O.V.A.S.  
(Overthrowing Vendidxs,  
Authority & the State)  
Boyle Heights
Transit-Oriented Displacement: 
The Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (MTA/“Metro”)  
And Their Role In Gentrification

THE OVAS ARE ACTIVELY BOYCOT-
TING MTA/METRO FOR THEIR WILLING  
INVOLVEMENT IN THE PROCESS OF BRING-
ING IN OUTSIDERS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
COMMUNITY SELLOUTS TO GENTRIFY 
OUR HOODS. MTA PROMOTES WHAT’S 
KNOWN AS “TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVEL-
OPMENT,” WHICH IS BASICALLY ANOTHER 
FANCY WORD FOR GENTRIFICATION. 

IN THIS PROCESS MTA (THERESE  
MCMILLAN, CHIEF PLANNING OFFI-
CER), THE L.A. DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLAN-
NING (MATT GLESNE, CITY PLANNER), AND  
DEVELOPERS (LIKE FROST CHADDOCK  
DEVELOPERS, LLC) PARTNER TO BUY UP 
PROPERTY/LAND IN LOW-INCOME BARRIOS.  

THEY HIDE BEHIND THIS MASK OF 
WANTING TO “HELP” THE COMMUNITY, 
THAT THEY WANT TO OFFER AFFORD-
ABLE HOUSING.  BUT IN REALITY THEY 
END UP PUSHING OUT LONG-TIME AN-
GELENXS WHO ARE UNABLE TO AFFORD 
THE RENTS IMPACTED BY THE INCREAS-
ES IN VALUE RATES. IN RETURN, ALL OF 
THESE NEW HOUSING PROJECTS OFFER 
LITTLE TO ALMOST NO AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING UNITS TO THE SAME COMMU-
NITY MEMBERS THEY DISPLACE. MOST 
OF THE TRANSIT BEING DEVELOPED IN  
INNER-CITY LOS ANGELES IS BASED OFF 
TOURISM AND CATERS TO THE NEEDS 
OF WEALTHY OUTSIDERS. HOWEVER, 
FOR THE MANY WORKING-CLASS FAMI-
LIES THAT RESIDE NEAR MOST OF THESE 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, THEY MUST 

NOW HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT HOW 
THEY WILL AFFORD THE HIGH COST OF 
RENT BROUGHT UPON BY ALL OF THIS 
NEW DEVELOPMENT. THE NEW ORDI-
NANCES PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCILS  
DIRECTLY IMPACT THE SMALL BUSINESS-
ES IN THOSE NEIGHBORHOODS WHO ARE 
UNABLE TO KEEP UP WITH NEW COSTLY 
REGULATIONS.  

WITH THE OLYMPICS PEEKING ITS  
UGLY HEAD, THINGS WILL ONLY GET 
WORSE IF THE PEOPLE, THE MASSES, 
DO NOT COMBAT THE PLAYERS THAT  
INFLUENCE THE PROCESS OF GENTRIFI-
CATION. IT’S IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT 
MTA WOULD NOT BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS 
GREEDY AND VIOLENT PROCESS WITH-
OUT THE PARTICIPATION OF LOCAL OR-
GANIZATIONS WHO TURN THEIR BACK ON 
THE SAME COMMUNITY MEMBERS THEY  
PRETEND TO CARE ABOUT. THAT IS WHY 
WE SAY FUCK MTA, FUCK THE NONPROF-
ITS THAT SUPPORT THEM, AND FUCK THE  
DEVELOPERS AND THE CITY COUNCIL 
MEMBERS THAT KNEEL TO WHOEVER HAS 
THE BIGGEST BID TO OFFER. DEVELOP-
MENT SHOULD NOT COME AT THE COST 
OF THE PAIN AND UPROOTING OF OUR 
COMMUNITIES. 

YA BASTA. JOIN THE BOYCOTT AGAINST 
METRO.

DEGENTRIFY:  
TIPS FOR FIGHTING 
REZONING PROPOSALS

What is rezoning? Zoning is a process where 
individual pieces of land, streets, or entire 
neighborhoods are assigned designations 
which determine the types of development that 
are permitted there. Zoning has been used to  
perpetuate racist, classist, and anti-immigrant 
policies that segregate cities and geographical-
ly marginalize populations. Rezoning occurs 
when areas previously given one designation 
are given new designations to encourage  
certain types of development, which were not 
previously permitted there. Rezoning allows 
for new types of construction in neighborhoods, 
and proposals are usually designed to inten-
tionally spur overdevelopment and gentrifica-
tion, drastically increasing displacement.

What can be done? Rezoning is tangi-
ble, trackable, and requires documented 
legal proceedings, meaning it can also be 
stopped. Many facets of gentrification and 
displacement are rooted in gradual social 
and economic transitions, and are harder to 
prevent. Rezoning, however, can be attacked  
using concrete, proven methods.

Stay aware: remain tuned in to local 
government decisions that impact your 
neighborhood. Inform family, friends, 
and neighbors of proposed changes to 
build solidarity. 

Attend community meetings and public 
hearings: decisions regarding rezoning 
aren’t permitted without “community” in-
put. Entities wishing to capitalize on your 
displacement will make hearings increas-
ingly inaccessible. Gather as many people 
as possible to attend such meetings. 

Build your own community group:  join 
with others in your area to create a stron-

ger, more established presence. Build  
effective strategies that are inclusive and 
impactful for all.

Familiarize yourself with rezoning 
laws/requirements: prepare adequately 
before meetings and hearings. The more 
knowledge you have about the proposal, 
as well as local zoning and development 
laws, the better.

Petition with your neighbors: petitions are 
a great way to collect contact information, 
generate public discourse, and provide 
documentation expressing community 
opposition to a rezoning proposal.

Be aggressive : you can be angry and pas-
sionate about your cause! Remember, 
you’re fighting for something that matters.

for more information:  
Download our Guide to Fighting Rezoning at 
www.de-gentrify.org/recommended-
reading. 

NORTHEAST LOCAL, 
LOS ANGELES  
TENANTS UNION 

Atwater Village, Cypress Park,  
Eagle Rock, Frogtown/ 
Elysian Valley, Glassell Park,  
Highland Park, Mt. Washington
Northeast Los Angeles Fights 
Back To Support Tenants, 
Small Businesses, And Our 
Neighborhoods

Here is an example of what organized tenants 
working with committed activists can achieve: 
real change. Reflections at Yosemite is a 100-
unit apartment building for low-income and 
disabled seniors, owned by the Housing Au-
thority of the City of Los Angeles (HACLA). In 
2016, HACLA served notice of rent increases 
ranging from 53% up to 75% — numbers that 
would lead to displacement and in some cases 
homelessness. Members of the Northeast Lo-
cal (NELo) of the Los Angeles Tenants Union 
(LATU) began holding regular bilingual meet-
ings with residents to support them in educat-
ing themselves and fighting for their right to 
housing. Our efforts over a year and a half in-
cluded protests, media attention, testimonials 
before HACLA, appeals to our councilmember, 
and a petition campaign calling for a morato-
rium on all rent increases. In response to this 
pressure, HACLA announced in January 2018 
that they’d rescind the rent increases; by March 
2018 HACLA has committed to getting subsidy 
funding for ALL of the 6 Reflections Housing 
Authority buildings. Tenants working together 
to take action to protect our housing works and 
we’re not stopping with the Reflections build-
ings! NELo’s current campaigns include:

•  Educating tenants about our right to 
stay in our homes and reject cash for 
keys offers, and fight against landlord 
harassment 

•  Organizing with tenants living in large multi-
unit buildings which have recently sold 

•  Calling attention to institutional neigh-
bors like Occidental College which have 
purchased properties for their own use, 
displacing longtime tenants in the process



•  Organizing with local small business 
owners fighting rising rents in hopes 
of remaining in their storefronts 

We hold bilingual meetings on the 2nd and 
4th Wednesday of every month at Avenue 50 
Studio—please join us in this fight!

SOME RESOURCES WE RECOMMEND:

“ Aburguesamiento de Highland Park,” 
reportaje de Univisión.  
https://www.univision.com/los-angeles/
kmex/aburguesamiento-de-highland-park-
video

“ Can the L.A. River Avoid ‘Green 
Gentrification’?,” CityLab.com. 
 https://www.citylab.com/equity/2018/02/
can-the-la-river-avoid-green-
gentrification/553613/

“ Dispatch from Highland Park: 
Gentrification, Displacement and the 
Disappearance of Latino Businesses,” 
Colorlines.  
https://www.colorlines.com/articles/
dispatch-highland-park-gentrification-
displacement-and-disappearance-latino-
businesses
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LITTLE TOKYO:  
800 TRACTION AVENUE 
FIGHT FOR COMMUNITY
After an eight-month fight, community 
pressure forced DLJ Real Estate Capital 
Partners to negotiate an eviction settlement 
with the senior artist residents of 800 / 810 
Traction Avenue, who were vulnerable to 
zero compensation due to not having rent 
control protections. Most are senior Japanese-
American community artists who settled in 
the building in the 80s. These evictions are an 
extension of the forced displacement of Little 
Tokyo, most dramatically initiated by the 
mass incarceration during World War II.

While the settlement is a victory, the 
community loses not only the artists, but 
also the work spaces, exhibition, and archival 
resources provided by the building. Activists 
and artists vow to continue work to secure 
community art production spaces.

This fight also involved opposition to the 
whitewashing of history. In the process of 
winning Historical Cultural Monument status 
for the building, DLJ’s hired consulting firm, 
GPA Consulting, distorted and denied the 

history of Japanese Americans and artists in 
the building. Eventually, community forces 
came together to win language more accurately 
reflecting the truth of these legacies.

SKID ROW NEIGHBORHOOD 
COUNCIL FORMATION 
COMMITTEE 
Suddenly, out of nowhere, a new project called 
The North Sea has emerged in a northern 
section of Skid Row at 4th and Central. A 
handful of property owners have painted all 
their buildings alike and since most of them 
were at some point seafood factories, it’s no 
surprise that ocean blue is the predominant 
color. These buildings have been neglected 
for decades, so no one complained when the 
sea of blue buildings emerged. In Skid Row, 
this was at first simply seen as a community 
beautification project; community members 
approved and appreciated the efforts but were 
totally unaware that more was to come.

Now, capital improvements in the form 
of “landscaping additions” have raised 
eyebrows in Skid Row. While it’s common 
knowledge that property owners control 
up to three feet of sidewalk from their 
buildings, The North Sea is taking upwards of  
5 – 10 feet of sidewalk, allowing only for ADA 
(Americans with Disabilities Act) compliance 
and ZERO space for homeless tents and/or 
encampments.

While installation of temporary construc-
tion fencing forced homeless people away 
from their normal homes on sidewalks in the  
affected area, no outreach was done. Most 
thought the fencing was for the paint job and 
would be removed once it was completed.

But months after the paint jobs were 
complete, the temporary fencing remained; 
many believed this was an effort to keep 
homeless people from returning. Now, we 
see The North Sea is nothing more than a 
Trojan Horse, designed to completely rid the 
sidewalks in Skid Row of homeless citizens.

And with such a large portion of Skid 
Row’s sidewalks temporarily taken away 
from homeless people, a natural reaction is 
occurring: people are moving their tents and 
encampments to neighboring communities 
such as Little Tokyo, the Arts District, 
Historic Core, and the Fashion District. ♦



Landlord has the right 
to have the trial date set 
within 20 days

Tenant DOES NOT pay rent or Cure 
Violation of Rental Agreement

Tenant DOES pay rent or Cures 
Violation of Rental Agreement

3 DAYS

Tenant has only 5 calendar days—
including weekends—to respond to 
the lawsuit. If the 5th day falls on a 
weekend, the tenant may f ile on the 
following Monday 

If the Complaint fails to include all 
the facts the law requires to justify 
an eviction, the tenant may f ile a 
Demurrer f irst - if overruled, tenant 
has 5 days to f ile an Answer

Settlement negotiation may happen 
informally or the judge may order it to 
avoid trial

Landlord may take further 
action to remove the tenant

+ Tenant stays in Possession
+  Tenant must pay all back rent 

(at rate determined by judge if 
defense is habitability)

5 DAYS

WITHIN 20 DAYS

1 – 4 DAYS

WIN

LANDLORD FILES REQUEST 
TO SET CASE FOR COURT TRIAL

TENANT FILES ANSWER 
WITH A DEMAND FOR 

JURY TRIAL

MATTER ENDS

TRIAL

SETTLEMENT

30 OR 60 DAYS

3-Day Notice
to Cure or Quit

30- or 60-Day Notice
Terminating Tenancy

Landlord Files Summons + Complaint for 
UNLAWFUL DETAINER at Court and Serves Tenant

LOSE

Once the sheriff posts a notice  
to vacate, the tenant has 5 days  
to vacate the property.

SHERIFF’S
EVICTION

DEFAULT JUDGMENT:
TENANT LOSES

NO RESPONSE FILED

SHERIFF’S NOTICE

STAY OF EVICTION

GUIDE TO THE EVICTION PROCESS IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY
ANTI-EVICTION MAPPING PROJECT

Glossary:
CURE: to fix the accused lease violation  
QUIT: to vacate the property; to move out  
SUMMONS + COMPLAINT: a summons is a written notice, which usually is accompanied by the complaint,  
notifying the tenant and the court that the complaint has been served on all relevant parties
UNLAWFUL DETAINER: the eviction lawsuit 
DEMURRER: an objection that an opponent’s point is irrelevant or invalid 
JURY TRIAL VS. COURT TRIAL: in a court trial, the judge decides the case; in a jury trial, the jury decides the case
STAY OF EVICTION: a way to delay the enforcement of an eviction after the tenant has lost their case

many thanks to LACCLA for their help with this
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The Antena Los Ángeles Solidarity Network is a group of 
volunteer interpreters, translators, and language justice 
advocates who learn cross-language skills together while 
supporting grassroots, volunteer-run groups across the Los 
Angeles region in working with communities that share similar 
struggles across different languages. The Solidarity Network 
is coordinated by Antena Los Ángeles, a collective dedicated 
to language justice advocacy and organizing in Los Angeles. 
Language justice is based in the idea that everyone has the right 
to speak, to understand, and to be understood in the language(s) 
in which we feel most comfortable, and in the commitment to 
create bilingual and multilingual spaces where no language 
will dominate over any other. We believe that language justice 
is an integral part of social justice. 

The use of the x in written Spanish implies a rejection  
of the generalized use of masculine language to refer to all of 
humanity, and also of gender and sex binaries that suggest that 
everyone should identify as either “man” or “woman” without 
taking into account the many other possibilities of identifying 
or failing to identify when it comes to gender. We recognize that 
the use of the x creates noise in the text; that noise is welcome, 
as it is the noise of a new and very necessary conversation. 

We recognize that in the U.S. and other countries, as 
in Mexico, both the term la gentrificación and the term el 
aburguesamiento are used. In this bulletin, we use the term el 
aburguesamiento.

More information:  
HTTP://ANTENALOSANGELES.ORG

Contact us:  
INFO@ANTENALOSANGELES.ORG

NOLYMPICS LA SINDICATO DE INQUILINXS DE LOS ÁNGELES 
/ LOS ANGELES TENANTS UNION


